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Inside This Issue: 

events that have be-
come conference tradi-
tions, and throwing 
some new ones into 
the mix, as well. As al-
ways, we will be kick-
ing off the conference 
with our Annual Swamp 
Fox Scramble Golf 
Tournament at Patriot's 
Point Links on the 
beautiful Charleston 
Harbor. Sunday eve-
ning we'll host an 
Opening Night Recep-
tion in the Exhibit Hall 
for an excellent night of 
networking. There will 
be an open bar for the 
first hour, and cash bar 
thereafter. During the 

C elebrating its 
6th year, the 

2009 Southern Metal 
Finishing Conference 
lineup includes four in-
tensive 2-day training 
workshops on Powder 
Coating, Industrial 
Parts Cleaning, Anodiz-
ing, and the interna-
tionally recognized 
Kushner Electroplating 
Course.  

In addition to these 
well known workshops, 
the conference will also 
feature a half day tract 
of specialized technical 
sessions covering in-
dustry hot topics such 
as the lead free direc-
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tives of WEEE and 
RoHS mixed in with 
various other helpful 
presentations l ike 
"Energy Conservation 
for Metal Finishing”. 
Conference attendees 
will all have the oppor-
tunity to discuss spe-
cific issues, and learn 
about new technolo-
gies from leading in-
dustry vendors in the 
two day exposition of 
exhibits, through sev-
eral organized lunch-
eons, and during the 
popular Opening Night 
Reception. 

This year we will be 
hosting some familiar 

From the Forums 

“Duplex Nickel 
Plating” 

International Collaboration 
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September 13-15, 2009 
Southern Metal Finishing Conference 
Francis Marion Hotel - Charleston, SC 

• Hardcoat Anodize Course 
• Precision Cleaning Course 
• Powder Coating Course 
• Intro to Anodize Course 
• Electro-Plating Course 

www.surfacefinishingacademy.com 
 
September 14-17, 2009 
The ASM Heat Treat Society Expo 
Indianapolis, IN 
www.asminternational.org 
 
September 14-18, 2009 
Thomas Cook Galvanizing Workshop 
Hot Springs, SD 
www.finishing.com 
 
September 20-24, 2009 
Corrosion Technology Week 
Houston, TX. 
www.nace.org 
 
September 22-23, 2009 
Wood Coatings and Composites Expo  
Charlotte, NC 
www.coatingstech.org 

September 22-24, 2009 
AEC 2009 Management Conference 
Chicago - Hilton O’Hare 
www.aec.org 
 
October 6-9, 2009 
Interclean, USA 
Chicago, IL 
www.issa.com 
 
October 20-22, 2009 
parts2clean 
Stuttgart, Germany 
www.parts2clean.com 
 
October 20-21, 2009 
SFA Powder Coating Course 
St. Paul, MN 
www.surfacefinishingacademy.com 
 
October 20-24, 2009 
Rad-Tech Europe 09 
Nice, France 
www.europeancoatings-coatings.com 
 
October 27-28, 2009 
Surface World 
Birmingham, England 
www.surfaceworld.com 
 

Nov 08 - 10, 2010 
National Industrial Fastener Show  
Las Vegas, NV  
www.fastenershows.com 
 
November 9, 2009 
MFN Shot Peen and Blasting Workshop 
Singapore, China 
www.mfn.li  
 
November 17-18, 2009 
SFA Powder Coating Course 
Las Vegas, NV 
www.surfacefinishingacademy.com 
 
November 18–20, 2009 
SF China 2009 
Shanghai, China 
Website: www.sfchina.net  
 
February 10-12, 2010 
The Waterborne Symposium 
New Orleans, LA  
www.psrc.usm.edu/waterborne 
 
May 4-6, 2010 
Process Cleaning Expo 2010 
Louisville, KY 
www.processcleaning.com 
 

I N D U S T R Y  E V E N T S  
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N E W S  &  N O T E S  
Rutherfordton, NC The Surface Fin-
ishing Academy has announced the Key 
Note Speaker for the 2009 Southern 
Metal Finishing Conference will by Jon 
Allen who will discuss how to “Galvanize 
Customer Relationships in a Challenging 
Economy”  in Charleston, SC on Sep-
tember 14, 2009.  

Mexico City, Mexico  Mexico has re-
placed all 700 of its customs inspectors 
with new agents trained to detect con-
traband, from guns and drugs to TVs 
and other big-ticket appliances smug-
gled to avoid import duties. 

Rohtak, India Suzuki recently an-
nouced plans to build R&D facility in 
India that will become a Global R&D 
Center for Small Cars. The Indian sub-
sidiary of Suzuki Motor Corp., Maruti 
SuzukiIndia Ltd., said recently that it 
plans to build on a 700-acre plot of land 
in Rohtak, near Delhi, India.  The pro-
posed complex will include a crash-test 
facility, emission labs, a wind tunnel, 
test tracks and a 100-acre park for ven-
dors. The test track will open in 2011, 
and the company expects the facility to 
be completed by 2015. 

Paris, France  The eurozone economy 
expanded in August for the first time 
after 15 months of business contrac-
tion."The PMI index suggests that the 
eurozone may well come out of reces-
sion in the third quarter," said econo-
mist Rob Dobson of Markit. The re-
bound was led by a first rise in manu-
facturing output in 15 months, the re-
searchers said, with the services sector 
nearing base level also. A resurgence of 
output in manufacturing and service in 
Germany, plus manufacturing output in 
France, was cited as the principal 
driver. 

Oxford, UK  BMW to Boost Mini Pro-
duction in Britain with two new models 
to be be built at the company's plant in 
Cowley, near Oxford and London. 
BMW's plans to build new the models in 

Cicero, Il - Saporito Finishing Company, 
a leader in the Anodizing and Plating in-
dustry, is pleased to announce the debut 
of their newly redesigned web site. The 
new website, www.saporitofinishing.com, 
features a wealth of information for the 
professional plater seeking assistance 
with specific metal finishing require-
ments. Its well crafted design and con-
tent make it an attractive and user-
friendly resource for metal finishing nov-
ices, too.  Incorporation of a flash anima-
tion on the home page immediately grabs 
visitors' attentions, demonstrating 
Saporito's services through a unique and 
harmonious blend of text and graphics. 

Leicester, UK  The University of Leices-
ter claims that the launch of a new facility 
will revolutionize electropolishing, metal 
oxide processing and electroplating.  The 
development of this multi-application pilot 
plant was installed by Professor Andy 
Abbott, Head of the University’s Depart-
ment of Chemistry.  This multi-application 
pilot plant offers a range of small-scale 
process demonstrations in the practical 
application of ionic liquids to metal-
related industrial processes. Ionic liquids 
are fluid at ambient temperatures, having 
several advantages over conventional 
molecular solvents, making them a viable 
environmentally-compatible alternative to 
traditional solvents. Ionic liquids have 
physical properties that make them very 
interesting as potential solvents for syn-
thesis.                               

Greenville, SC GE Aviation will add 100 
jobs in Greenville, S.C. as part of an ex-
pansion. GE Aviation announced recently 
that it will move from its current 50,000-
square-foot space to a 150,000-square-
foot facility, also in Greenville where it 
will expand its manufacturing capabilities 
for high-pressure turbine blades for com-
mercial aircraft.  It is also rumored that 
they will also be installing finishing sys-
tem in this new facility. 

~FT 

Oxford will no doubt be a major boost for 
the country's car making industry. Busi-
ness Secretary Lord Mandelson said "The 
production of two new Minis is very good 
news for Oxford, and for the UK car in-
dustry. It is a demonstration of BMW's 
long-term commitment to the UK as it 
celebrates its 50th birthday this year."  

Guangzhou, China Global chemical 
supplier Atotech, a TOTAL group com-
pany, opens its latest investment in 
Guangzhou China this September. A new 
biotechnology laboratory and production 
facility will be opened on 24th September 
at their Guangzhou site, followed by a 
seminar on Advanced Green Technology. 
Heading the opening ceremony will be Mr 
Reinhard Schneider Atotech President 
and Mr Francois Cornelis Total Vice-
President. This new facility represents a 
significant expansion of the company’s 
biotechnology focus and will support 
business growth in China and across Asia. 
Atotech is an industry leader in green 
paint shop technologies, with processes 
for degreasing, metal treatment, paint 
removal and the detackification of paint 
overspray. 

Washington, DC Danaher Corporation 
announced plans to accelerate its 2009 
restructuring activities, which are now 
anticipated to total $225 to $250 million. 
In total, these initiatives are expected to 
provide annual costs savings of approxi-
mately $220 million through the elimina-
tion of approximately 3,300 positions and 
30 facilities. Danaher had previously esti-
mated total restructuring costs of $150 to 
$170 million in 2009.  Danaher's Presi-
dent and CEO, H. Lawrence Culp, Jr., 
said, "We are optimistic about the con-
tinuing signs of stabilization that we have 
seen during the first two months of the 
third quarter. We are also encouraged 
with the sequential improvement in order 
activity in some of our businesses. We 
believe that these additional 2009 re-
structuring activities will deliver improved 
results for us in 2010 and beyond."  

V O L U M E  2 ,  I S S U E  6  
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Scavenger Hunt, will take place 
that evening. If you stick it out 
till the end of the night, you'll 
have a chance to leave everyone 
else behind in the dust in the 
2nd Annual "Rickshaw Race" 
back to the hotel. 

Tuesday will feature an awards 
luncheon, for all attendees 
where the annual presentation of 
the Gebhardt Award will be 
made to the person who has 
made the largest impact on the 
metal finishing community. Also 
during this time we'll present 
certificates of completion to our 
students, and awards to the win-
ners of the Finishing Market 
Swamp Fox Scramble golf tour-
nament, the Pub Crawl Scaven-
ger Hunt, the PF Online Fishing 
Tournament.  

The conference wraps up around 
4:00pm Tuesday afternoon, as 
students are dismissed from 
their respective technical classes. 
Check out the conference itiner-
ary for class and event sched-
ules. 

F I N I S H I N G  T A L K  

workshops, one-on-one interac-
tion with some fantastic exhibi-
tors, and other traditional trade 
show activities. The annual key-
note luncheon will be held Mon-
day afternoon with our keynote 
speaker Jon Allen, and our most 
popular event, the Pub Crawl 

reception there will also be a live 
filming of the popular metal fin-
ishing talk show, Finishing Talk 
Live. This is sure to be a fun and 
eventful evening, so plan on at-
tending! 

Monday and Tuesday will be fo-
cused on training, filled with 

www.surfacefinishingacademy.com 
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T he Southern Metal Finish-

ing Conference Trade Show 

and Table Top Exposition will 

take place at the Francis Marion 

hotel on Sunday and Monday, 

September 14-15th.  

Exhibitors will  set up at 4pm on 

Sunday afternoon in time for the 

Sunday Night Opening Recep-

tion, which takes place in the 

exhibit hall at 7:00 pm that eve-

ning.   On the following day ex-

hibits will be open to attendees 

from 8-5:00 pm. 

Take a look at the companies 

that will be exhibiting this year... 

AB Plastics, A Brite Company, 

Ato-Tech USA, American Plating 

Power, Asahi/America, Calvary 

Industries, Carpenter Chemicals, 

Corotech, Crossair, LLC, Cubex, 

Inc., Dynapower & Rapid, Finish-

ing Concepts, ITW Gema, Oxford 

Instruments, Products Finishing 

Magazine, R3 Water Technolo-

gies, Serfilco, Shercon, South-

eastern Rack, Surface Finishing 

Academy, Sympatec, Inc., Tiger 

Drylac, WMV, Inc., Zurv 

We still have a few table 
tops left - give us a call to 

reserve yours today. 
(704) 995-2263 
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T his month we’re talking about what exactly Du-
plex Chrome is,  its applications,  and how its 

specified.  Finishing Talk Member “JASON” still has 

an outstanding question on this thread, so don’t be 

afraid to jump in a collaborate with your metal finish-

ing brethren, the same way Dustin Gebhardt,  Jim 
Trottier, and Paul Fisher have. You can find it by 

going to www.finishingtalk.com/community, and 

choosing the Electroplating Forum.   

Also, don’t forget to check out the Job Opportunity 
boards - there have been several great offerings pop 

up there recently.  To read about these new job open-

ings in detail visit www.finishingtalk.com/
community, and choose the Job Opportunities Fo-

rum.   

And don’t forget to check out the only IPTV Channel 

dedicated to the Metal Finishing Industry. 

www.finishingtalklive.com 
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F R O M  T H E  F O R U M :  D U P L E X  C H R O M E  

JASON   

I have a customer requesting duplex chrome. We 
are a hard chrome plating facility only. I have a 
general idea on what the concept is but what is the 
actual performed procedure? 

Jimtrottier  

It is a layer of copper, nickel and then chrome. 

Paul Fisher  

Jim is right (of course), but if you are looking to do 
a duplex chrome for say like a "Chrysler" or some 
other "Duplex" spec - there could be much more 
too it.  Like for example it will tell you the thickness 
range of deposits, ie) xx mils of dull Ni, and xx mils 
of brite Ni, and xx mils of Cr.  Could also specify 
polishing in between steps.  I'm sure somebody 
will jump on this thread soon and break it down for 
you.  If you are only a hard Cr shop it could be 
quite costly to put in the nickel tanks (and buffing, 

etc.) so if you want to entertain bidding the job -  
think capital equipment... 

DustinGebhardt 

I agree with Jim and Paul.  Duplex is an industry 
term meaning 2-layers, typically copper-nickel(-
chrome) or dull nickel-bright nickel(-chrome).  You 
can even go further (triple nickel, quad-nickel, cop-
per-quad-nickel, etc).  If you are only doing hard 
chrome, you will definitely need to install the nickel 
plating tanks, just as Paul has said. 

Jimtrottier   

Jason, I agree with Paul and Dustin 100% and that 
is why i kept my response short.  To set set up 
what you need to complete this job you are look-
ing at what would require much more space and 
financial input.  I know that the hard chrome busi-
ness has been taking a hit as of late and you are 
probably looking to find ways to increase profits 
(as we all are).  There is also the increase in waste 
treatment, nickel and chrome can be treated to-
gether but you might have to expand it also.  So is 
it feasible for you?  I don't know but only you can 
answer that.  We are just trying to offer some in-
sight. 

JASON Thanks for all your replies. The end use is 
hydraulic cylinders. I believe in a high humidity 
enviro. In the past we use to deposit .001" 
to .002" hard chrome per side on these new cyl. 
But i guess through idle time, the humidity got 
through the micro cracking of the chrome and is 
attacking the base material and then failure to the 
deposit. So i guess a nickel then chrome deposit 
would prevent this?? 

Episode #8 is now online - check it out! 

www.finishingtalklive.com  

F I N I S H I N G  T A L K  
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F I N I S H I N G  S P O T L I G H T :   
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9/13: Swamp Fox Scramble 
Golf Tournament 

The 6th Annual Swamp Fox Scram-
ble, sponsored by Finishing Market, 
will be held on Sunday, September 
13th at Patriot's Point Links golf 
course on Charleston Harbor. Over-
looking Charleston Harbor, Fort 
Sumter and Shem Creek, Patriots 
Point Links is known for its excellent 
putting surfaces and challenging 
waterfront finishing holes.  

9/13: PF Online Fishing Tourna-
ment 

Join us this year on Sunday, Sep-
tember 13th for our First Annual 
Southern Metal Finishing Fishing 
Tournament sponsored by PF 
Online.  

We'll be sending you out with some 
of the best offshore fishing guides in 
the Low Country for an engaging 
event that you'll not soon forget. 
We'll provide the tackle, boat, 
guides, and refreshments - but you 
should bring your own Dramamine. 
On Tuesday afternoon at the 
Awards and Appreciation Luncheon 
we will present awards for the larg-
est and smallest catch per individual 
fisherman.  You will be on the water 
for a full day of some of the best 
fishing in South Carolina, departing 
from Shem Creek in Mt. Pleasant, 
SC - just across the bridge and only 
10 miles from our host hotel.   

9/13: Opening Reception  

This event is open to all registered 
attendees. It will take place Sunday 
evening at the Francis Marion Hotel, 
in and around the Exhibit Hall, 
where conference goers can take a 
sneak peak at some of our fine ex-
hibitors while mingling with industry 
professionals in a casual setting.  

In addition to an open bar, will en-
joy the unique live entertainment 
provided by the co-hosts of the 
popular online metal finishing show, 
Finishing Talk Live. A live recording 
of the most recent episode will take 
place during the reception, and at-
tendees are invited to participate as 
audience members. 

9/14: 4th Annual Scavenger 
Hunt & Pub Crawl 

The Scavenger Hunt and Pub crawl 
has quickly become one of the most 
popular social events we put on dur-
ing the conference - and it keeps 
growing every year!  

Participants split up into small 
teams, and are given a list of ques-

tions, tasks, objects, etc...to an-
swer, complete, or find throughout 
downtown Charleston. In the mean 
time, participants will be hopping 
bars in search of clues and getting 
to know this historic city (and fellow 
industry members) a little better.  

The event culminates at Tommy 
Condon's Irish Pub & Seafood Res-
taurant for drinks, a late dinner or 
snack, and a chance for teams to 
finish their checklists. Prizes will be 
awarded to winning teams at the 
Award's Ceremony Luncheon on 
Tuesday, September 16th. In the 
past, prizes have included a most 
'extreme crawler' award and I-Pod 
shuffles for winning team members. 
Participants will also receive official 
Pub Crawl 2009 T-Shirts. Register 
here to take part in the fun. 

9/15: Awards Ceremony & 
Luncheon 

The Awards Ceremony Luncheon 
will take place on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 15th at the Francis Marion Ho-
tel. During this luncheon, we will 
present certificates of completion to 
our students, and awards to the 
winners of the Finishing Market 
Swamp Fox Scramble golf tourna-
ment, the Pub Crawl Scavenger 
Hunt, the PF Online Fishing Tourna-
ment, and best Exhibits. Lunch will 
be served to all and additional gifts 
and door prizes will also be awarded 
to all attendees by raffel, so don't 
miss this one. 

V O L U M E  2 ,  I S S U E  6  
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2009 Powder Coating Course  

Whether you are a powder coating 

amateur or a seasoned profes-

sional looking to expand your 

knowledge of the operation, the 

Surface Finishing Academy's Pow-

der Coating course has been de-

signed to improve your under-

standing of all aspects of modern 

day powder coating. Instructed by 

the powder coating experts at TI-

GER Drylac USA, this intensive, 

two-day course covers the funda-

mentals of powder coating from 

both a commercial and industrial 

perspective. 

The course begins with an intro-

duction on the formulation and 

manufacture of powder coating 

and over the next two days, cov-

ers a wide variety of relevant top-

ics, including pretreatment, shop 

and equipment maintenance, 

equipment selection, oven and 

cure issues, powder selection, 

troubleshooting, and tips and 

tricks for the custom coater. Par-

ticipants will not only walk away 

from the course with a range of 

new techniques, but will have a 

better understanding of the overall 

Powder Coating process. 

 

Indispensable Parts Cleaning 
Technology 

This two day workshop on metal 

surface cleaning will be taught by 

world renowned cleaning expert 

and author Dr. John B. Durkee.   

Dr. Durkee, is an industry leader 

and professional consultant in 

developing and implementing 

new technology in the critical, 

precision, and industrial cleaning 

sectors.  

His course covers the following 

topics and more over two days. 

• The unbiased “truth” about n-

propyl bromide 

Recent case studies of EPA 

regulation.  

Managing chemical hazards 

• How aqueous and solvent 

cleaning work, and when to 

use each. 

• Nano technology and the 

Metal Finisher. 

• Ozone Nation 

• The ‘how’ and ‘why’ on oil-

water separators. 

• Simple and low-cost methods 

for measuring surface cleanli-

ness. 

• How ultra-sonic transducers 

work and when to use them.  

• How to buy, and what to ex-

pect from, a cleaning ma-

chine.  

• The difficulties of drying and 

rinsing parts. 

For more information about Dr. 

Durkee, please visit his website 

at: www.precisioncleaning.com 

 

Introduction to Anodizing 

The Introduction to Anodizing 

Workshop is designed to increase 

the knowledge and ability of any-

one involved in operating an ano-

dizing line.  

During the two day seminar, stu-

dents will be taught the anodizing 

process from pretreatment to post 

treatment. The course will cover 

bath analysis, handling, quality 

control and various waste treat-

ment options, along with other 

hot topics for today's professional 

anodizers.  

Following this Anodizing Workshop 

students will have a well rounded 

understanding of practical anodiz-

ing, supported up by an expanded 

knowledge about the fundamen-

tals of anodizing in sulfuric acid. 

 

Kushner Electroplating “Know 
How” Basics 

The Kushner Electroplating School 

is a two day program, based on 

the world famous correspondence 

course, Electroplating Know How 

II. It has been designed for ex-

ecutives, engineers, line manag-

ers, line operators and technical/

A  C L O S E R  L O O K  A T  T H E  E D U C A T I O N A L  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  
O F F E R E D  A T  S M F  2 0 0 9   S E P T E M B E R  1 4 - 1 5 T H  
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sales representatives who inter-

ested in a better understanding 

of plating operations and the op-

erations they perform. 

The Kushner School has been 

training individuals in the science 

of electroplating for more than 60 

years. The training materials and 

methods used by Kushner Elec-

troplating School including Elec-

troplating Know How Basics are 

recognized as the best available 

in the electroplating industry. 

You should attend the Kushner 

Plating School if:  

You are a plating line operator 

interested in learning more about 

the operations you are perform-

ing. 

You are a Sales Representative 

who sells to the electroplating 

industry. 

You are a Purchasing Agent who 

purchases electroplated compo-

nents and parts. 

You are an engineer who requires 

a better understanding of plating 

operations. 

You are an executive in the plat-

ing industry requiring a better 

understanding of plating opera-

tions. 

Some of the Many Topics Cov-
ered include:  The mathematics 

of electroplating, Electrochemis-

try of electroplating, Environ-

mental issues in plating, Plating 

cycles, Testing procedures, Cor-

rosion fundamentals, Chemistry of 

electroplating, Safety in plating 

operations, The equipment of 

electroplating, Cleaning and rins-

ing techniques, Overview of se-

lected metal finishing processes, 

Troubleshooting principles 

 

Advanced Anodizing & Hard-
coat Anodizing Seminar 

The LightMetals Institute, a divi-

sion of LightMetals Industries, in 

cooperation with the Surface Fin-

ishing Academy will present an 

Advanced Seminar on the Science 

and Engineering of Anodizing and 

Hardcoat Anodizing. This course is 

taught by two industry experts 

who can translate what is learned 

in the lab to practical applications 

on the production line; because 

they've been there. 

Who Should Attend? 

Anyone with a basic understand-

ing of anodizing should attend this 

course to gain advanced knowl-

edge of Hardcoat Anodizing.  

This workship is a comprehensive 

study of the metallurgy, electric-

ity, chemistry, and electrochemis-

try for the processing of aluminum 

in an engineered way to produce 

consistently excellent and repeat-

able hardcoat results, with in-

creased cost savings. This ad-

vanced anodizing course is a must 

for shop owners, managers, engi-

neers, production line operators 

and anyone with a rudimentary 

understanding of the anodizing 

process. 

The key to cash flow and profit-

ability in today's environment is to 

use "best practices", "lean operat-

ing methods" and to apply sound 

and proper science and engineer-

ing to your operation. Control is 

the key. When problems occur on 

the process line, getting to the 

"root cause" is critical so you can 

get back on track fast. We will 

address troubleshooting with a 

critical eye to correct procedures 

of evaluation and root cause 

analysis. 

This course will give attendees the 

skills and knowledge to achieve 

consistency and efficiency in the 

shop while providing information 

which can lower operating costs 

and increase production through-

put by eliminating errors, mistakes 

and inconsistent results. 

www.surfacefinishingacademy.com 
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P aintExpo promises to re-
spond to the popular trend 

towards greater profitability, qual-
ity and environmental awareness 

Some seven months before the 
gates are due to open for the third 
time on PaintExpo at the exhibition 
centre in Karlsruhe, 208 compa-
nies have already booked their 
exhibition space. Among these are 
market and technological leaders 
in virtually every sector. Today, it 
is therefore already foreseeable 
that the leading international trade 
fair will have the most comprehen-
sive offering on show for industrial 
coating technology in the world.  

By focusing solely on the industrial 
coating technology, PaintExpo is 
able to impress even in challeng-
ing economic times. The fact that 
virtually every market and techno-
logical leader has already booked 
exhibition space at the 3rd leading 
international trade fair for indus-
trial coating pays testament to 
this. Those exhibiting also include 
various companies from the coat-
ings sector, such as BASF Coat-
ings, Relius Coatings and Tiger 
Coatings, who have not taken part 
in previous shows.  

The exhibition, due to be held at 
the Karlsruhe exhibition centre 
between 13 and 16 April 2010, will 
present the broadest and most in-
depth offering in every aspect of 

wet painting, powder coating and 
coil coating. The leading trade 
fair’s portfolio for industrial coat-
ing technology comprises sys-
tems and applications technol-
ogy, coatings, transport systems, 
automation solutions and paint 
robots, consumables and services 
for the organic coating process, 
ranging from pre-treatment 
through to final inspection. 

Solutions for optimized paint 
and coating processes  

Whether they are companies with 
an in-house coating facility or a 
subcontracted coating operation, 
the demand is for improved effi-
ciency with higher quality, 
greater environmental awareness 
and flexibility. One solution that 

ensures reduced investment and 
operating costs, particularly in the 
automotive sector, leads to mate-
rial savings and an improved pro-
ductivity, energy and eco-balance 
is the so-called "Integrated Con-
cept II". Here, the function of the 
primer is integrated into a single 
or dual-component water-based 
paint system. By substituting the 
primer it is possible to dispense 

with the entire filler application or 
area of equipment, including the 
materials used as well as the be-
fore and after-treatment. The 
coating facility and time are ac-
cordingly reduced. The system 
can be integrated into existing 
coating facilities and reduces VOC 
emissions. 

On the one hand, using very high 

P A I N T  E X P O  2 0 1 0 - K A R L S R U H E ,  G E R M A N Y  
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Page 13 
V O L U M E  2 ,  I S S U E  6  

at PaintExpo can be programmed 
quickly and easily, ensuring that 
the investment pays off, even for 
ranges of parts that change 
quickly or frequently. 

Further information and a prelimi-
nary list of exhibitors at 
www.paintexpo.de 

separation, they also considerably 
reduce the water and energy con-
sumption. 

Potential savings can further be 
exploited through increased auto-
mation. The use of paint robots 
therefore results in greater repro-
ducibility of the coating result, a 
reduction in waste and better 
overall quality. New developments 
in paint robots and software that 
will be presented by the exhibitors 

solid or ultra-high solid coatings 
with a very high solid content re-
duces VOCs. In some cases, only 
slight adjustment is required to 
the existing coating facility. On the 
other, the application technology 
with paint guns and atomisers has 
a role to play, which enables a 
considerably more effective appli-
cation and adjusts the spray jet 
formed to the geometry of the 
work piece. Exhibitors at Pain-
tExpo will present solutions in this 
area that permit significant sav-
ings in the consumption of the 
coatings. A further approach for 
reducing material consumption lies 
in intelligent coating logistics with 
flexible coating supply systems. 
Pigging system technology enables 
unused coatings to be recovered 
from the pipe, or specific quanti-
ties of coating to be conveyed to 
the application system. 

In the area of coating powders, 
developments at manufacturers 
are moving towards solutions that 
harden at lower stoving tempera-
tures. Here, there are already sys-
tems available that harden at be-
tween 120 and 130° C. Alongside 
energy savings, they also enable 
productivity to be increased. In 
addition, plastic materials and 
composites can be powder coated 
at these low temperatures, which 
still had to be wet painted just a 
few years ago.  

Where the recovery of overspray 
is the issue, innovative electro-
static separator systems not only 
achieve much higher levels of 
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ogy.  This mission is what has 
propelled IMF to step out onto 
the global scene with a straight 
forward message designed spe-
cially to relate metal finishing to 
the masses. It was explained to 
me that that along these lines, 
in 2008 the IMF took the bold 
move of expanding their inter-
national collaboration with Asia 
by creating a new branch in 
Hong Kong, and recently exhib-
ited at SF China. 

After reading the NAMTEC re-
port myself, another detail that 
stood out for me was the state-
ment that there is an urgent  
“need for a global Surface Engi-
neering Network to bring to-
gether current technical profi-
ciency, and a knowledge data-
base of independent industrial 
and academic experts”.  The 
report goes on to say that this 
type of network should be all 
inclusive and collaborate with all 
existing specialist centers, 
groups and networks, including 
training firms and databases, in 
an effort to make these accessi-
ble for the industry as a whole.  
I for one - couldn’t agree more!  

What an enlightening and re-
warding experience it was to 
have the opportunity to meet 
Mr. Wynn.  I found him to be a 
genuinely nice guy, extremely 
intelligent, full of wit and very 
down to earth.  I look forward 
to seeing him again in Birming-
ham next month, and will report 
back to you with all that I learn 
in the next issue. 

  

During dinner that evening Mr. 
Wynn explained that according 
to a report published by NAM-
TEC in 2006, the UK market for 
surface engineering processes 
was £21.3bn ($35bn) and that 
these treatments critically af-
fected £143bn ($234bn) manu-
factured products.  In my ex-
perience this type of data in the 
US is very difficult to find and 
quantify, so I found this pretty 
interesting.   

He went into a little more detail 
and explained how the report 
accurately shows how the Metal 
Finishing Industry is the 
"underpinning" for, and as a 
critical "enabling technology", 
for most major industry sectors 
including aerospace, automo-
tive, catering, construction, the 
off-shore industries, power gen-
eration and bio-medical applica-
tions.   It is from this position 
that Mr. Wynn and the IMF is 
actively garnering government 
recognition regarding the neces-
sity of the next generation of 
metal finishing professionals.   

The IMF mission statement is: 
"To provide a focus for Surface 
Engineering and Finishing activi-
ties worldwide through the ful-
fillment of the technical, educa-
tional and professional needs at 
all levels for both the individuals 
and companies involved in the 
coatings industry."  I like the 
use of the words “individuals” in 
their mission statement because 
as I see it the individuals in this 
industry are the real knowledge 
base, and therefore the under-
pinning of this enabling technol-

M I S S I O N  C R I T I C A L  
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C O L L A B O R A T I O N  I N  S U R F A C E  F I N I S H I N G  

I ’m pleased to say I have fi-
nally confirmed my travel ar-

rangements for my next Euro-
pean tour of the Surface Finish-
ing World.   

This year, about a month after 
Southern Metal Finishing I have 
the privilege of exhibiting at 
parts2clean in Stuttgart for our 
newest event PCX 2010 – the 
Process Cleaning Expo (more on 
that event in the next issue), 
followed by a conference in 
Paris on the replacement of hex 
chrome on light metals hosted 
by A3ST, and a finally a long 
over due trip across the channel 
to visit our Metal Finishing 
brothers in the UK for my first 
Surface World Show hosted by 
the Hill Media Group in Hertford-
shire, UK.  

The Surface World trip was a 
last minute addition to my 
agenda this year because of yet 
another wonderful contact made 
via my “Great Face Book Experi-
ment”.   Last month I was intro-
duced to Mr. Paul Wynn, Direc-
tor of Public Relations for The 
Institute of Metal Finishing 
(IMF) via Face Book and we 
were able to meet for dinner 
one night while he was in Char-
lotte.   

Immediately, I was intrigued by 
his official title “Director of Pub-
lic Relations” - what an innova-
tive concept!  Here at last is an 
organization that is paying at-
tention to how the rest of the 
world perceives, and relates to 
Metal Finishing!   
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I t is with some regret that I must 
inform our readers, beginning 

with our next issue, Finishing Talk 
will be available as an online publi-
cation only.  As the creator and 
editor of this eight year old publica-
tion, I feel some ambivalence about 
this and it was a very difficult deci-
sion to make.   

What began as a small newsletter 
to inform, promote, and create col-
laboration in the Southeast US has 
grown substantially over the years.  
We now reach over 3000 subscrib-
ers throughout the US and around 
the world.  

Numerous times this past year I 
have been approached by our staff 
in regards to taking this direction.  
I have listened patiently as my 
wife, along with our previous edi-
tor, repeatedly pointed out that as 
the rest of the world is "going 
green" could we really justify the 
resources we were using in order to 
print a publication that was already 
being received electronically? There 
are countless hours of labor in-
volved in preparing these mailings 
and all of it done here on-site and 
with all hands on deck.  With the 
recession in full swing and postal 
rates rising again this year, did it 

even make sense to continue pub-
lishing hard copies?  All logical argu-
ments.  I have previously resisted 
making this change for two reasons.  
One, I know there are many in our 
industry that are a generation above 
the internet comfort level and may 
have never read this publication had 
it only been available in digital for-
mat.  Two, I keep coming back to all 
of the times I've been out in the 
field and seen an open copy of Fin-
ishing Talk on someone's desk or 
even in a bathroom stall.  That has 
always been proof to me that we 
were reaching our audience and 
providing a worthwhile resource!   

Never the less, we must evolve with 
the changing times in a technologi-
cal world.  As you all know, I am a 
big promoter of utilizing technology.  
I believe it is our strongest link as a 
network of manufacturers and metal 
finishers.  So I am very pleased that 
this new format allows us to keep 
operating costs down, making it 
possible to offer lower advertising 
rates to our sponsors.  In turn, cre-
ating the freedom to put more of 
our energy and resources into con-
necting the surface finishing industry 
all around the world. Thanks to all 
of you who have graciously received 
Finishing Talk over these past sev-
eral years.   

In moving forward, Finishing Talk is 
pleased to continue providing our 
readers with up to date information, 
education and thought provoking 
articles relating to this amazing in-
dustry of ours.           

T H E  L A S T  W O R D  
B I G  C H A N G E S  F O R  T H E  F I N I S H I N G  T A L K  N E W S L E T T E R  
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